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NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH. 

HI Peter, iii. 13. Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and anew earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteousness. 

In the 7th verse of this chapter, we read that the 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by ihe same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.— 
Objectors to the trath of ihis accomplishment, have 
argued as the sinners of the old world did against 
ihe flood: they scoffed at the idea of a flood, and 
continued to walk in their own lusts. So objectors 
‘o the new heaven and earth have done the same: 
saying, where ts the promise oLhis coming ? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation. Yet the 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is long suilering to usward, 
vot willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. But the apostle says the day 
of the Lord will so come as a thief in the night ; 10 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ; 
the earth, also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up. He speaks of this event as certain 
and sudden, even as a thief in the night. The earth 
vi be burnt up, and the elements meit with fervent 
Loaf, Rut that the hearts of men may not be over- 
whelmed with trouble, at the dissolution of the old 
heavens and earth; he adds, nevertheless we, accor- 
ding to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
sarth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

[t will be proper to inquire, 

1. What are the heavens and the earth, which are 
»ow; which are keptin store, and are reserved unto 
fire? (keeping in mind the time when this was 
spoken. 

Il. What the new heavens and a new earth are, 
which are promised. 

Hl. The premise of new heavens and a new earth 
was a sure ground of faith in their accomplishment. 
Nevertheless we, according to his promtse, look for 
uew heavens, &e. 

We begin with the first— 

i. Whatare the heavens and the earth, which are 
now ; which are kept in store, and reserved upto 
fire; (keeping ia mind the time when this was 
spoken. ) 

Accoruing to the best chronology, Peter wrote 
this epistle about the year 66, of the christian era: 
consequently, about four years before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. It hence follows, that the Jewish 
dispensation, the temple and the templeworship then 
continued; of them it would be said, they are now. 
{t follows, likewise, that the calling of the Gentiles, 
and the setting up of the gospel dispensation and gen- 
tile church, succeeded that of the Jewish dispensation 
and church. Upon the destruction of the Jewish 
nation aud church, the Gentile church succeeded 
with its greater light and blessings. It is evident 
from scripture, that by heaven and the kingdom of 
heaven, we are to understand the church: and by 
earth, we are to understand the civil kingdoms on 
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what were the heaven and eartl), «hich, Peter said, 
are now, which are kept in stove and reserved unto 
fire. The heavens nd the earth, which were in 


existence in Peter’s day, which were kest ister 
and reserved unto fire, were the Jewich church on2 
nation. The whoie ecosumy of cue Je 
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sation proved it to be a shadow of wood things. which 
were to follow it. Thus this dispensation must cease 
that the gospel may come in its place. It was rm 
many places called a covenant, 2nd the first coye- 
naat. God chose Abraliar and his josterty to be 
his people in covenant, and he confirmed this cove- 
nant, by oath, with Abraham. It was confivmed at 
Sinai, where principally this old covenant begins, 
as comprehending all those who observe the law of 
Moses. Tis is the old heaven. The Jewish polity 
or national civil establishment was the old curth.— 
The destruction of that old heaven and earth was net 
only foretold in very many places tu both the old and 
new testaments, but the materials of its composition 
argued its dissolution. Jt wes « shadow, and shad- 
ows flee away when the substance remains. Jf was 
@ type, and it must cease when the antitype comes. 
ft was a legal dispensction, which of course taust 
recede, as the dispensation of grace approaches. If 
the first covenant had been faultless, then shauld go 
place have been sought fur the second; but finding 
tre ‘ 
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fault with therm, he sauk, behold tc 
ie Poord, vias! rLoweoo . &e. § 
Vii. 8,9, 10, &c. Thus the old heaven and earth 
Were in beiug in Peter’s day, and their destruction 
according tu the prophecies was pigh at hand. 

If. What the new heavens and new earth are, 
which are promised. In Isaiah Ixy. 17, it is prom- 
ised by God—For behold, | create new heavens and 
anew earth; and the forme: shall not be remember- 
ed, uor come into mind. 18ih verse. But be ye glad 
and rejoice furever in that which l create; for be- 
hold, { create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people 
in juy. And Isaiah Ixvi. 22. For as the new heay- 
ens and the new eartu, which I will make, shal] re- 
mais before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed 
and your name remain. ‘This vew heaven aud earth 
is created for Gentiles as well as Jews. Isaiah ixvi. 
12. For thus saith the Lord, behold, | wil! extend 
peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gen- 
tiles Jike a flowing stream ; then shall ye suck, ye 
shall be borne upen her sides and dandled upon her 
kness. 

Now asthe old heaten and earth comprehended 
the first or law dispensation, and was a shadow of 
which the gospel is the substance, it follows that the 
gospel kingdom is the new heaven of which eter 
speaks, aud its benign influence ou civil géveruments 
ts the new earth. 

That of which Peter spake as a future creation we 
see accomplished in a great degree ; although uot to 
that degree of glory which will be manifested ta the 
latter days of glory. When all shall see eye to eye ; 
when war’s shall cease; when all shall know the 
Lord; when the fulness of the Gentiles shall be come 
in and all Israel shall be saved; then will the bless- 
edness of the new heaven and new earth be realized 
in far greater degree than it has ever yet been. It 
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earth. The preliminaries prepare the way to shew | 
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is « kingdom which the God of heaven has set up, 
and it will grow aod increase forever. ‘The new 
heavens and carih will fill the world. Kings shall 
be nursing fathers and queens nursing mothers; the 
richts of man, both civil and sacred, will be known 
and enjoyed, and what has been falsely stiled the di- 
vine right of kings, and by which mankind have been 
so much oppressed, will be remembered no more, nor 
cone into mind. 

Ill. The promise of new heavens and a new earth, 
was a sure ground of faith in their accomplishment. 
Nevertheless, we, according to bis promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. = 

Faith must Le exercised on some truth existing, or 
on the certainty of its existence by some promise.— 
The promise of God, whe cannot lie or deny himself, 
was a sufficient foundation for the faith and hepe of 
mankind. He had promised to create all things new , 
to create new heavens and a new earth wherein 
righteousness should dwell. ence we read of ma- 
ny who believed this promise. Abraham believed 
the promise in its full extent; not only that new hea- 
vens and a new earth should be created. but that all 
the kindred of the earth should be blessed in the pro- 
mised ifessiah. God accounted this faith to Abraham 
for righteousness. It was the righteousness, not of 
the law, but of faith. Rom. iv. 5. To hum, that work- 
eth not, but believeth on him, that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted to him for righteousness. — 

Isaac and Jacob. David and the prophets with a vast 
cloud of old testament saints, all died in the faith of 
God’s promise, though they had not seen its fulfilment. 
But they saw it afar off and embraced it, and confes- 
sed they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth.— 
Simeon was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
he believed, from God’s promise, that he should not 
see death, till he had seen the Lord’s Chiist. The 
disciples believed the promise, with thousands of their 
hearers of the Gentiles and the Jews, who were made 
glad at the tidings of certain saivation in Christ.— 
Neither Abraham's faith, nor the faith of any other 
person ever made the promise certain; but the prom- 
ie was certain. and that was the season why i was 
belicved, and why it ought to be believed. Hence 
faith as a condition of salvation is perfectly absurd 
and even ridiculous. Salvation is secured to man in 
3he promise of God; so that faith does not confirm 
that promise, nor can unbelief destroy it. 
REMARKS. 

We read, that faith was counted to Abraham for 
righteousness, and we read that im the new heavens 
and vew earth dwelleth righteousness. Thus faith is 
characteristic of the new heavens and new eartli.— 
Yet not faith only, but faith that works by !ove and 
purifies the heart; a faith, which makes maa friend], 
to God and man, uniting in friendship the whole family 
to heaven and inearth. Peter informs us, that whom 
having not seen ye love, and in hira though now ye 
see him not, yet believing, ye rejeice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory; proving that the reason 
we - ave to believe the goodness of Gud to his crea- 
tures, and believing according to that reason, makes 
man eajoy himself, enjov his God and his fellow men 
more than all other considerations whatsoever; for 
he rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of glory.— 
It is important here to remark, that the faith of which 
we speak is not a faith confined in its extent to our 
individual felicity and that of a few favorites. It 
must be universal, or it is not genuine; it must be u- 
niversal or its enjoyments must be curtailed; it must 
be universal, or its extent does not correspond with 
the extent of the promise. Man is happy as to bis 
ewe prospect wheo he can say, Christ loved me and 
gave himself forme; but how much greater must be 


his enjoyment, when he sees, that Christ loved the 
world and gave himself for the world with the -ame 
design for its salvation, which he had in view in jvy- 
ing him individually, and giving himself for bir >= 
The new heavens and new carih, which God had 
promised to make. and that all nations should be pew 
therein; that all nations, families and kindreds of the 
earil should be blessed; were things, which Abra- 
ham. believed, and are recommended to the belief 
of every person, by Peter in the text; nevertheless. 
we according to his prormse look for new heavens 
and anew earth wherein dwelleth righteousnéss,— 
EpiTor. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


On what is commonly denominated the “ Falj 
of Adam,” in which all his posterity is sup- 
posed to have caught the disorder—calied 
* Original sin.” By George Thatcher, late 
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts. 

( Concluded from page 151.) 

I waive any particular conjectures of what is 
meant by the tree of life, and the tree of kuow!- 
edge of good and evil 5 excejting, that with ma- 
ny others, [ consider them the remains of hie- 
roglyphic re;eseutations of situations in life: 
and if it be admitted that Moses bad in mind 
when he wroie o1 compiled the pentateuch, all 
the ideas tie figures were intended to convey, 
it is quite questionable whether any of his com- 
mentators have accurately delineated them — 
For myself, | cannot see any thing in the whole 
account, from Adam’s going naked into the gar- 
den to the time of his going out with the woman, 
well clothed with garments of skins, that looks 
at all lik- what orthodoxy represents to be his 
fall, and irom which, they say, flows original sin 
and total depravity. Whatever is meant by 
his being created in the likeness and image of 
God, he carried the same with him, for aught 
appears, when he went out of the garden. No- 
thing is said of his losing that likeness, in the 
succinct narration of Moses. And indeed all 
commentatois that I have seen, seem to discov- 
er many difliculties attending every attempt to 
elucidate that subject; and on the whole, it 
strikes me more like-a general hieroglyphical, 
and of course, tous very obscure, account of 
what Moses could gather from others, or some 
remaining figures and representations of opin- 
lons concerning the origin of the world, the crea- 
tion and education of the first man and woman, 
than like a condemnatory sentence from the 
Almighty against them for disregarding a_pro- 
hibition relating to the knowledge of good and 
evil. The situation of the earth rendering cul- 
tivation necessary, is what might be expected, 
considering man as formed for that very pur- 
pose; and it was suitable that a declaratien of 
their future condition and occupation should be 
made to the parents of our race, who at that 
time were unused to such exertions and hard- 
ships. As the years of their minority drew to 
a close, and they were about to begin for them- 
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selves in the world, the kind Lord instructed 
the young couple in relation to things which 
would first engage their attention, viz. the culti- 
vation of the earth and the troubles of bringing 
up a family, much as parents do by their chil- 
dren now when they marry off, and engage in 
the arduous daties of life. Adam and his wite 
were not permitted to spend a life of idleness or 
ease inthe garden of imaginary delights, but 
went forth under the general providence of God 
to provide for themselves and family. The i- 
dea which is floating about-in the minds of ma- 
ny, that man was originally formed to live al- 
ways in the garden; but that God forseeing he 
would fall, made a corresponding change in the 
whole material world and its laws, so that it 
would produce briars and thorns, and mau be 
obliged to earn his bread by the sweat of his 
face, us a punishment in part for an infinite sin, 
is unscriptyral and unphilosophical. It appears 
to me that none but the lazy and indolent, or 
those who get their bread without much labor, 
would contend fer such a doctrine. It is true, 
the scheme is sufficiently ingenious and chimer- 
ical to be a fit subject for poets awd romance 
writers to amuse themselves and their reac'ers 
with; but it too much resembles the fabulous 
religions of the Greeks and Romans, to permit 
a more serious refutation than to make asimple 
statement of it. And besides, as it is drawn 
out in detail with all its consequences, by cer- 
tain high Calvinists and warm Hopkiasians, 
does it not present in connexion with the Triune 
Divinity and an infinite satisfaction to a being 
who could never be dissatisfied, and if he was, 
would be without change ; I ask, does it not 
present an zmage infinitely more horrible and 
detestable than any thing we find in paganism. 
I am sure, Sir, that no unprejudiced, thinking 
ian will deny this suggestion. 

Wonderful and fanciful things are said about 
Cherubim and flaming sword which were to 
prevent the exiles from returning to the garden. 
But whatever they were, if any thing more than 
the remains of hieroglyphics or allegories not 
now accurately understood, their use was only 
to prevent Adam and Eve from returning to 
that piace, to sperd the remainder of their lives 
expressed by the indefinite phrase “ forever ;” 
thar is, be their life longer er shorter, as the case 
mivht be. The word “forever” is used in the 
same indefinite sense, in many places in the bi- 
ble. See Ex. xxi. 2, and 6. Eccl. i. 4. John vii. 
35. Nothing would be more natural than that 
the labors, toil and f.tigue with which they met 
in the world, would incline them strongly to 
return back to the easy, idle and pleasant man- 
nei of living which they formerly enjoyed, just 
as young people do now in some cases 3 return- 
ing apon their parents for support, rather than 
endure the fatigues of active life. To reason on 
the subject in this way may be proper and prof- 
itable 5 but all far fetched and fanciful interpre- 
irations, are impositions on ourselves and o- 
thers. . 





The ridicu!ous notion of original sin, as taught 
in schools of orthodoxy, lays at the foundation 
of almost all religions systems in the world; 
and hence the necessity of forming correct i- 
deas of man, as he came from the hand of his 
creator, that a reformation in doctrine may take 
place. The real powers, faculties, capacities 
and susceptibilities of man, are the only and 
true foundations for theologians, as well as phi- 
losophers on which to build their system. But 
if these be assumed without sufficient data, or 
on false principles, whatever be the system of 
religion or philosopliy reared thereon, it will be 
no better than a pernicious superstition or a fa- 
natical dream. 

As the orthodox teachers and authors contend 
learnedly, that it is indispensably necessary for 
Adam and his posterity te be miraculously 
changed by the Spirit of the’ Trinne God, as 
their unknown Deity is denominated, and that 
in a manner answering to what they call the 
New Birth or regeneration, before they are able 
to do a single act, or conceive thoughts accept- 
abie to Gad, [ haye considered it expedient to 
enter into a pretty full examination of the ma- 
terial tacts and actions of Adam’s life, as they 
are recorded in the first chapters of Genesis ¢ 
such as his creation, the design of his existence, 
his being placed in the garden, the circumstan- 
ces of his leaving it, his going ovt or entering 
| into the world, as we call it; with observations 
on the manner of God’s dealing with him and 
his wife after they transgressed ; and I must de- 
‘clare it as the clear result of the examination, 
\in my mind, that there is not the least evidence 
' in the whole history to wake even credible what 
‘is commonly called the fall of man; and con- 
sequently, the whole doctrine of original sin 
' falls tothe ground; and it seems to me also to 
follow clearly. that the orthodox notion of re- 
generation or the new birth is altogether with- 
}out foundation. This solemn declaration of 
my full conviction, in relation to this important 
; subject, is not made hastily. I have carefully 
| and patiently examined all the bearings and 
tendencies of the doctrine L oppose, and as »ge 
and infirmity admonish me of my own dissclu- 
tion, it is my desire to express my mind freely 
and candidly, that you my dear Sir, and others 
if they should read this letter, may be becter 
prepared to read the scriptures understandingly, 
and receive your sentiments from the pure foun- 
tain of truth, and not from the annotations, glos- 
ses, notes or creeds of selfish and erring men.— 
{ cannot but lament the extreme misfortune of 
those credulovs unsuspecting professors of reli- 
gion, who look with reverence to the self crea- 
ted Doctors ef modern orthodoxy, asit is called 
for the doctrines of revelation, without once ex- 
amining the divine record, to see for themselves 
whether these things are so ; or whether addi- 
tions, diminutions and alterations are made to 
the scriptures, as may suit the convenience, in- 
terest or popularity of those renowned Scribes, 
| whose lines are cast in high as well as pleasaat 
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places, and who are as much governed by sel- 
fish motives as those who venerate them. How- 
ever harsh this language may sound to yon, I 
am not conscious of having any other object in 
view, than to express incontrovertible tiuth in 
a forcible manner. 

When I took up my pen it was my intention 
to have taken particular notice of several pas: 
sages in Mr. Ballou’s Lecture Sermon: but hav- 
ing written at such length I can now oaly ob- 
serve, that] have read it several times with 
great pleasure, and wish to recommend it to 
you and every impartial inquirer, of every de- 
nomination of christians; and [ have no doubt, 
if they will suffer themselves to receive ideas 
according to the natural effect of words and jan- 


guage on the mind, they will be convinced of 


the correctness of one and jusiness of the other. 
His description of the state to which enthusiasts 
work t@emselves or others, when passing thro’ 
the new birth, is most forcibly illustrated by 
comparing it to that state of feeling which pro- 
duces the dreadful shrieks of one falling froni a 
precipice. I have been present at scenes like 
these: and have noticed the progress as well as 
process, by which the feelings have brought the 
person to the very point of despair. Thave seen 
a large black man, too illiterate to read his text 
or the hymn that was sung, elevate himself to a 
eonsiderable height above his audience, and af 
ter repeating many common place phrases of re- 


erate and impenitent sinners, extend his arm to 


ing voice exclaim, “ thell! Hell! Hell!” for 


some moments, till almost the whole of his hear- | | pee God 


—— 


ligious threats and punishments to the unregen- | 


not ot this “world. sy their works, as moral 
and accountable agents, and not by their strong 
feelings ata praye r meeting, or evening lecture, 
or a holy conference, can a_ rational judgment 
be pronouneed on the religion of the heart.— 
There is certainly a considerable apparent re- 
semblance between many of the orthodox di- 
vines of the present day, and the Scribes and 
Pharisees who filled Moses’ seat, in the days of 
Jesus. The Jews never plumed themselves 
more on being consideredthe chosen people of 
Jehovah, than do those who have worked them- 
selves into a belief that they have been made 
tue subjects of God's special ond saving grace 
in the act of regeneration; and by their new 
birth have passe ~ from their natural and sinful 
State, toa state of holiness. where they can sin 
nomore. ‘Phey are as unwilling to be seen as- 
sociating, in any religious act, with those 
the y look bpon as imran unconverted State, as 
were the Pharisees of touching a thing deemed 
unholy and polluted by the laws of Moses. After 
/examioing the grounds of their exclusive pre- 
‘tensions, as Mr. Ballou says, what is the real 
difference between the miraculous new-birth 
people and the tolerably good, sober and mor- 
ally honest folks, who are not sensible this 
change? Are they more honest? less given to 
lover-reach in) bar gains than others? Do they 
practice the moral, social and bumane daties 

more punctually? Lam of opinion that the real 
goodness ofa man’s heart can better ascer- 








of 


!tained by his conduet in society towards his fel- 


make the form of across, and with a solemn ris- | 


low creatares, than from his prayers, praises, 
and mere acts of devotion, as they suppose, to 
having vo reference toman. Mr. 


’ 


ers tumbled down, and roiling on the fluor, cal- | Ballon has very well illustrated the correct ideas 


ling out in the most agonizing accents, ** Mer- 
cy ! Mercy! N¥ercy!” Some looked on_ this 
scene as the immediate effect of the power of 
the Ebuly Spirit miraculously displaying itself in 
the act of conversion—others, speaking of it 
with other instances of a like kind, about the 
same time, considered it a great and signal re- 
vival of religion in that neighborhood. Bat for 
myself, I saw nothing that appeared like the 
fruit of good seed sown in good ground. 
No remedy to a spreading, contagious dis- 
ease, was ever more needed, than such compo- 
sitions as this Lecture Sermon is at this time, | 


when we have such frequent accounts of w on- | Governnients. 








of regeneration, by referring to certain great 
changes*in the religious and political worlds ; 
such as the Reformation: The change from E- 
piscopacy to the different denominauions of dis- 
senters: From the habitual-attachment to Mon- 
archial and arbitrary Governmenis to the love 
of the different kinds of free ones. These, if 
sincere, and from the heart, are all conversions ; 
and in one sease may be called regenerations. 
{t is in the memory of the present, that net long 
since nothing was more common than to talk of 
the regeneration of France, of England, and 
| Most other old, and as many thought cgrrupt 
The language is forcible, and 


derful conversions in obscure towns and among , conveys very clear ideas; yet nothing miracu- 


people not much informed. Unless this fanati- 
cism is met with, a rational, firm, independent 





lons is ever intended ; and I see no reason for 
miraculous agency in the regeneration and con- 


explantion of Revealed Religion, there is great | version of any number of individuals whose lives 
danger that many of the evils of the dark ages,! have veen immoral and wicked, provided due 


and of popery of more modern times will be 
acted over again. 

The mode proposed in the sermon of making 
acorrect comparison between these affrighted 
regenerates, with those whem they, in derision, 
call the people of this world, the mere moral- 
ists is the only true test, whereby it can be 
known which of the two classess is the most sub- 
missive to the laws of that kingdom which is 





moral means of information are made use of for 
that purpose. 

Our author justly observes that this new birth 
can be brought about by human means and a- 
gency, in the ordinary course of providence, as 
I understand him, and so ail men may be born 
again, if they will, on the adoption of proper 
means ; or the new birth is wholly the work of 
God in some miraculous manner ; and then God 




















Et 


is able to produce it in all,as well as in one, or| erwise, since the modern orthodox, perhaps to 
any given number ; and if this change be abso-| a greater degree than those in the days of \ice- 
lutely necessary for man before he can be re-|; demus are indebted to creeds and formuleries 
conciled to God and become an heir of glory; and traditions of old times for most of their 
and future happiness 5 and if God be impurtial ; ideas, notions and dogmas ? 





to all men, and had rather they should be happy 
than miserable hereafter, accurdiug to his’ plain 
declarations in scripture, there can be no doubt 
but he will, in his own time, and by his own 
means, take care that such a change shall be 
produced in the hearts of all the children of men. 
And as he afterwards observes, the idea of any 
radical change of our nature is by no meaus 
admissibie. Nature isthe same before this new 
birth as it is afterwards ; and all the change ne- 
cessary, or that is ever rade, is effected by the 
rational powers and faculties of the mind or 
heart by the instrumentality of impressions and 
information through the senses. 

The Jews considered the heathen as dead in 
sin, and when one of them become proselyted 
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These notions of miraculous conversions hove 
a bad tendency on the human character. bor 
the simple persuasion in a man’s mind (and it 
is never pretended the fact can be proved by 
external evidence, as other facts are proved,) 
that he is made the subject of God's peculiar 
and sovereign grace, while others are passed 
by unnoticed, tends to puff up and over value 
one’s self, as naturally, as Royad aad Imperiat 
Javor does those on whom the higher erders ot 
nobility are most graciously bestowed and man- 
Hested by Garters, Ribbons and Stars. The 
Jews were the proudest people on eartii, and 
what could it spring from, but the notion, in 
which for ages they were educated, of their be- 
ing the chosen people of Jehoveh? ‘To sucha 


to the Jewish religion by passing through the height has this pride aud vanity carried them, 


ablutions and other ceremonies required on the 
occasion, and particularly, forsaking the prac- 
tices, habits and idolatry of the nation he left, 
and adopting the laws and religious rights of 
the Jews, such persons were in the language of 
the Jews, said to be bora again, to be babes 
and little children, to have passed from death 
to life, to be regenerated, and to be born anew, 
&e. &e. All this is very well as figurative lan- 
suage, and it must be so understeod. Now Je- 
sus intending to teach Nicodemus the spiritual- 
itv of the new religion he was. about to intro- 
duce, or the degraded cundition to which the 
Mosaic had fallen, how could he do this more 
effectually than by adopting such metaphorical 
ee as the Jewish rulers themselves, of 
om Nicodemus was a principal one, had 
heen accustomed to use when they spake of the 
superiority of their religion to that of other na- 
tions 3 and by applying this superiority to his 
own, at the time when the individual of those 
religions renounced their old faith and practice 
aud became converts to the Jewish faith. At 
the time of this conversion the Jewish religion 
was corrupted in practice and doctrine to such 


that-a series of miracles or suffering has not 
been snfficient to reduce them to the standard 
of common sense on religious subjects. And 
the observations of more than forty years, of the 
conduct and deportment of those who set them- 
selves up as Goa’s favorites in their regenera- 
tions and miraculous new births, have afforded 
me no grounds to question the general position. 
We sce about as many instances of back sli- 
dings amoung these new born gentry, as we do 
of sins among those called the world’s people. 
The mere impression of being born again, if 
we may judge from facts, is but a poor defence 
against natural passions and strong aflections. 
It has seemed to me, from some pretty marked 
cases, that the devotion flowing from miracu- 
lous regenerations, especially in young converts, 
and in places where there are frequent revivals 
and little knowledge, is very nearly allied to 
another passion much tess refined than love to 
God. But I may be mistaken, and I would 
not be uncharitable. 


Religion consists in doing good actions to 
our fellow creatures, not to God—we can do 





nothing for him ; he wants nothing for hiniself. 


a degree as to become inferior in purity to what | yen the abstract love of God, if-such a thing 
’ se . . 4 e +4 . aes > ’ © ~ | . . . * . . . 
was inferior to the religion Jesus taught; thus | and benevolent deeds to his creatures, would 


by the language he adopted, he communicated 
all those comparative ideas to Nicodemus 5 and 
in the most forcible manner conveyed tu his 
visitor, the necessity, of a radical reformation of 
life and manners of all those who would be- 





;edge at all of God. 


be less valuable in his sight, than sincere friend- 
ship and charitable deeds, without any knowl- 
I must stay my pen; you 
will say Tam running wild! Well, be it so—l 
have said enough, if you condescend to read 


come his disciples. But Nicodemus’ mind was | t}is Jeter, to punish you for not sending me the 
so crowded with the orthodox notions of his | {ecture Sermon; and to put you upon think- 


age, that it received and comprehended none | ing a little more profoundly on the general sub- 


of the ideas Jesus intended to convey to him. 
Ile was in the condition of the soundly ortho- 
dox of the present times; the plainest, equally 
with the most figurative language, is certain to 
fail in bringing to their minds the ideas the in- 
spired writgrs of the scriptures meant to com- 
municate. How can it be expected to be oth- 





ject of this letter, than people in general have 
been willing to do. 
With affection and friendship, 
‘Lam yours, &e. 
GEORGE THATCHER. 
Biddeford, Feb. 1820. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
(GP The writer of the following is aware of 
its imperfection ; but having on hand several 
accounts of Mr. Wiachesier, which have never 
been published, he takes this method of preser- 
ving them. 

The account of Winchester’s family, and of 
himself till the time of bis beginning to preach, 
is gathered inostly from conversations with his 
sister and the reports of the neighborhood; of 
his life, from the commencement of his ministry 
till 1778, and even later, the Rev. John Leland, 
at the writer’s request, kindly furnished a very 
particular narrative ; of his conversion to Uni- 
versalism, the relation is drawn principally from 
Winchester’s own account, prefixed to the sec 
ond edition of his Dialogues ; the Rev. Abner 
Kneeland forwarded what information he could 
collect in Philadelphia concerning his residence 
in that city, and of the Universalist Society 
there during that period ; Viicer, in his Lite 
of Winchester, has given an account of his de- 
parture for Europe, of his residence in Eng- 
land, and return to America; the remainder of 
the narrative is collected from Vilder, and from 
various other sources. 

LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WIN. 
CHESTER. 

The family of Winchesters, in this country, 
js derived from a Mr. Winchester who came to 
Boston or its vicinity, several generations ago, 
from Flintshire, ia the North of Wales. The 
Rev. Elhanan Winchester’s father (his name 
was also Klinanan) was the third in descent 
from that ancestor. He owned a small farm in 
Brookline, Mass. on which he contrived to sup- 
port a very numerous family, by the double 
employment of agriculture and shoemaking ; to 
which he occasionally added that of preaching, 
without pecuniary compensation. Being an 
admirer of the celebrated Whitfield, he united 
with a small company of New-Lights in his 
neighborhood, among whom he was distinguish- 
ed for his zeal and influence, and chosen dea- 
con. After having been successively a New- 
Light, a Baptist, and a Universalist, he died 
among the Shakers, at Harvard, Mass. in 1810, 
aged 91. He was three times married ; and 
by two of his wives had fifteen children, ten 
sons and five daughters, of whom the oldest 
was Rihanan. 

The Rev. Exnanan WINCHESTER was born 
at Brookline, in 1751. Like most of the fami- 
ly, he had, when young, some peculiarity of 
way and appearance, which shewed him not 
designed for a mau of the world, and denoted a 
contemplative mind, and an insulated disposi- 
tion. His early awkwardness proved, perhaps, 
favorable to his genius ; as by denying a ready 
reception in common society, it drove him to 
the resources ef his own mind. Nor does it 
appear, in his case, to have had its usual effect, 
of souring the disposition by the neglect it in- 
ears 3 for lam told that even in childhood he 





| 








———— = + e 


gave indications of his distinguishing mildness 
of temper,* and that as he grew up, he was con- 
sidered the peace-maker of his associates. 

At the age of five, itis satd, he was called a 
good reader, His taste for study was soon ob- 
served by the neigiborhood ; and at school, he 
sometimes astonished his instructers by the sud- 
denness of his acquirements. His opportunity 
for education, however, was small. Lt was his 
father’s rule to offord the children only a win- 
ter’s schooling, each year, till they arrived at 
the age of sixteen 5 yet with this slight advan- 
tage, Elhanan added some acgnaintance with 
the Latin to the branches tiwectit common 
district schools. Books of all Kinds chat tell in 
his way, were read with avidity ; bat the Bble 
was his favorite. So readily could he reeite, 
especially from this Book, Uiat Common report 
says he was looked on, by lis acquaintance, 
asa prodigy for his knowledge of the serip- 
tures and strength of memory. [his memory, 
was certainly prodigious, and may be said, 
without disparagement, to have been his great 
est talent. 

‘the fanaticism of the sect among whom he 
was brought up, naturally cherished and tncrea- 
red the enthusiasm, to which his constitutional 
temperament was perhaps predisposed. tn his 
nineteenth year (in the spring or summer of 
1770) he underwent what was called by the 
New-Lights then, and by the orthodox now, 
conviction and conversion. Soon after, (in the 
autumn of 1770) he began preaching lectures 
at his father’s house and in the vicinifv, without 
making the usual profession of religion, or )cin- 
ing any church. But hearing of a revival in 
Canterbury, Con. he visited that place, and 
was there baptised by Elder Ebenezer Ly 
and admitted into his cherch. This was a B 
tist church, but on the plan of open communion, 
and of Anti-Calvinistic sentiments. How long 
he tarried here is not known; but before the 
next spring he removed with inis wife? to Re- 
hoboth, Mass. where he spent the year 177), 
and in its vicinity. His youth, his extraondin- 
ary memory, his eloquence and apparent geal, 
together with his coarse and singular dress, ex- 
cited much interest, and drew multitudes to bis 
meetings. A revival followed; a church ot 
about seventy members was gathered on the 
plan of that at Canterbury, and he was ordain- 
ed over it, by Elder Lyon. 

(To be continued. ) 





* Mr. Vilder, on the contrary, states, on the au- 
thority, he says, of Winchester himself, that when 
young, he wasso passionate and obstinate a temper 
that it was dangerous to contradict or thwart bim 10 
any thing ; his paroxisms of anger were next akin 
tomadness. Mr. Winchester’s sister, however, gives 
me avery different character of his temper when 
young ; and I have followed her account, as slie ap- 
pears confident of its truth. 

+ He married thie his first wife at Brookline, 1 
1770, before he began topreach. She had been, fe 
some years, an inmate in his father’s family. 
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- FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
ANDOVER TRAC iS. 

Messrs. Editors—Iit is not uucommon, when 
one is travelling in the country, to meet with 
little tracts, at almost every place where he 
may chance to stop, of the Andcever stamp. I 
know they are not worthy the notice of an en- 
lightened community, still it may not be alto- 
gether uninteresting to some of your readers, to 
know how we in the country are imposed upon, 
and also to see the means which are continual- 
ly put in operation, to prop up a@ tottering fabric. 
It would appear, that gross falsehood itself is 
frequently resorted to, far the purpose of giving 
currency to a doctrine, which, with the mare 
unprejudiced and candid part of community, 
has become altogether obsolete. 

fs it not probabie, that those who appear to 
have on hand, death bed conversions, or the 
accounts of the renunciation of Universalism, 
in such vast quantities, would, ere this, have 
given the public information of the time, place 
and name of the person of some one of them, 
when they have been so often called upon to 
do it, if any of them were founded in facte But 
fact, Lapprehend, is a sort of commodity, with 
which, they have nothing to do, in sach cases, 

The foilowing is taken from a small tract, 


| but they both found,” says ke, “ Universatism 
itself to be a fatal dream. The writer could 
add to these instances of renunciation, and sol- 
emn warning, several others of essentially the 
same ciaracter’”’—but ke forbears. 
| ‘The author of what we have quoted from the 
_tract, seems to me, in the last sentence cited, 
to have discovered his real character, which, I 
apprehend, to be that of a fabricator—and for 
this reason 3 he has now on hand several other 


| Stories, essentially the same as those already 
| told. 
| him, in this way, from time to time. 


And I think we may expect to hear from 
It has just 
struck me, and I must suggest it. I wonder, 
Messrs Editors, if this is not the same charac- 
ter, who informed us, in the Magazine some 
time ago, over the signature of “ Fabricator,” 
that he had some dozens of documents or stories 
on hand, (similar to the ones quoted from the 
tract, I presume) of his awn contrivance, which 
he declared the world should see, appearing in 
Various papers from time to time, with suitable 
asseverations of truth. What makes me more 
confident that he is the contriver and propaga- 
tor of these stories, is, his solemn asseveration, 
that we may demand names, times, and places 
as long as we please, and it shall all be in vain. 


A FARMER. 








entitled © Universalism Exposed,” without the 
name of the Author, tine or place, other than | 
that it was printed in Andover, by Flagg and | 


: ; ? F 1 
Gould, in the year, 1823. It seems that the 


| 
author of this tract, was, at some time and place | 
called to visit the death-bed of a professed Uni- | 
versalist, whom he 
pire, in the full belief of bis favorite doctrine. | 
But the near approach of the destroyer revealed 
to him the unsabstanie! character of his joun- 
dation, and annihilated bis hope.” Atter which 
he is represented as sayings “I fivu that my 
principles do not support me. Tie universal 
doctrine aus ers well enougi to jive by, but it 
does vot suffice for the dying hour.” ‘Viren wie | 
writer goes on to svy 3 “ Soon after his decease, | 
another individual of the same creed, with | 
whom the writer had been particularly acquain | 
ted, was laid upon a sick bed ’—“ Ona one oc- , 
casion, we were summoned to his bed side to | 
see him expire. the thought himself to be dy-, 
ing, and still manifested the greatest Composuie, | 
both in respect to his dissolution, aud ihe con- 

sequences that were to follow it. “We had ceas- 


represeats as “avo lo ex-} 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
IMPROVEMENT. 

While our newspapers are abounding in no- 
tices of improvements, which are progressing 
every where relative to the arts and their utility 
to society, it may not be offensive to notice 
some improvement which the prince of dark- 
wess has made in rendering his guile successful. 
When he made his first attempt it was with 
some considerable art; but though it was then 


' suecessful, the same contrivance would in the 


present day promise but littl. The serpent 


discovered discernment in making his attempt 


on Eve, inroom of Adam and wiscly chose hig 
upportunity when the man was absent; but it 
never came into his mind teiaform the woman 
that God had sent him to give ber the inferma- 
tion respeeting the good effects which she and 
her husvang would eujoy from eating of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and in 
fact it seems that there was no need of sucha 
pretension, for itno more occurred to the wo- 
man to inquire whether her Creator had sent 





ed to reason to reason with him on the ground | him, thaa te the serpent to make use ef such 
of his confidence ; but we persevered in com-! deception: according to the account he suc- 
mending his precious soul to the mercy of that | ceeded without it. If hve had been duly cau- 
God who has promised to hear the prayer of | tious she would have reflected at once that if 
faith. A few hours after this scene, ke wes: that fruit wasin fact so very beneficial, her Cre- 
sucdenly, and in a manner unaccountable to | atur, whose goodness surrounded her, and with 
himself, impressed with the reality of a hell, ; whom she had had communion, would not have 
and hiv f-arful exposure to descei: | into it.”— | forbidden his children the use of it, but would 
After niaking the foregoing statements, and | have informed of its advantages. 

more, the author represents both of the above! Having been favored with the account of this 
meniioned individuals as ‘ decidedly attached | deception which the serpent practiced on the 
to the nniversal doctrine.” That they co.sid- | first woman, and clearly discerning the error 
ered themselves “ thorough-going universalists ; | which Eve committed in net demanding of the 
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serpent whether God had sent him, women wil! 
not now be led away from the truth until they 
are satisfied that they are following the ambas- 
sadurs of God. To meet this wisdom of expe- 
rience, satan attempts to lead women into error 


by persuading them that God has sent him, and 


that he is acting under the immediate direction 
of the sovereign of the world. . Ministers of de- 
ception, now profess to be sent of God, and they 
are as careful as was the serpent at first, to labor 
with women in room of men, and generally 
choose the opportunity of the husband’s absence. 
And where is the good woman so_ hard hearted 
and obdurate as to withstand an angel of light, 
one whom God has sent to save ber from divine 
wrath, and pluck ber as a brand from the bur- 
ning ? His love for her poor endangered soul is 
so great, und his fears so real that tears stand in 
his eyes, his visage is a perfect map of sorrow, 
his voice is awfully solemn, and he warats he: in 
the name of the Lord to flee from the wrath to 
come.” From the wrath of the God who sent 
him! By these wiles the serpent seldom fails to 
win the heart, to allure the affections and to 
plant the genuine taré and call it the true wheat, 
St. Paul suggests a case like this, 2 Cor. xi, 
“ For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
irahsforming themselves inte the spostles of 
Christ. Andno marvel; for satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. ‘Therefore 
it is no great thing if his ministers also be trans- 
formed as the ministers of righteousness. The 
same author again speaks of these deceivers, 
2 Tim. iii.“For of this soit aré they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive silly wo- 
men.” 

Now as there was with Eve only alittle dis- 
cernment and prudence wauting to have deteated 
the serpent’s guile, so it happens now. If wo- 
men would be cautious and wot letempty pre- 
tensions pass for realities, if they would cau- 
tiously reflect it would be porters easy. to de- 
feat these modern deceivers. If Kve had ac- 
ted wisely she would at least have told the ser- 
pent, that it appeared very doubtful to her, that 
her Maker should not be as careful for her wel- 
fare as he was, and that before she would give 
entire consent to his suggestions she should wait 
until her husband, who was older and more ex- 
perienced should be presentand be consulted. 
A similargprudence would now defeat those who 
are constantly creeping into houses with ade- 
signto lead women astray. Let women in 
these cases ask these pretenders how it happens 
that God, who is “almighty, shonid not be as 
good asthey are? And let them inform thes 
merciful preachers, that if the Almighty be net 
not as good as they are, he would vot have sen: 
them, knowing that they were more kind tha: 
himself. Let women at least have the prudence 
to consult theiy busbands, unless they intend to 
imitate the works of Eve and the serjent. 

: H. 6. 
EXTRACT. 
A christian woman ought to be distinguisha- 





ble by her simplicity, her neatness, her econo. 
mys her healthful and becomung attire, but never 
by her stiffness and precision. Nor does the 
gospel prescribe all ornatwent in the article of 
clothing. It does, indeed, prohibit that profu- 
sion of ornament, which consists in a studied 
display of personal decorations and costty ar- 
ray. But no where does it interdict that decent 


regard to external appearance which gives re- 
spectability to tae female character. 


NOTICE. 

We are happy to inform our readers, thata 
young man by the name of Jacos Moopy, of 
Monmouth, Me. has signified to us his inten- 
tions to obtain a regular dismission from the 
Methodist connexion, in which he has obtained 
a license.to exhort and expound the scriptures, 
and to improve his yift in promulgating the 
Universal Grace and Salvation of the Gospel 
according tu tis most sincere belief. We are 
furthermore happy to-state that his moral chat- 
acter is properly recommended.—Univ. Mag. 
————————eee__«=_=_ 

| POET AY. 
O thou most High. 








Fwill sing nraise to thy name, 








TRUE GREATNESS. 
There is a fire, that hath its birth 
Above the proudest hills of earth ; 
Aud higher than the eternal snows. 
T he fountain whence it rose. 


It came to man ia ancient days, 

And fell upon his ardent gaze, 

A god descending i in his car. 
The Spirit of a star. 


And as the glorious vision broke 

Full on his eye, at ouce he weke, 

And with the rush of battling steeds 
He sprang to gencrous deeds. 


Then first he stcod erect and free, 

a . ' > . 

Aad in the might of destiny 

A stern, unconquerable fate 
Compelicd him to be great. 


He strove not for the wreath of fame; 
From eaven, the power that moved him, came 
Anod welcome, as the mountain air, 

The voice that made hi: dare. 


Ouward he bore, and battled still 

Wath a snost firm, endernne will, 

Hlis only hope. to win ar! rise, 
Bis only aim—the skies. 


He saw their glories blaze afar ; 
A soul looked down from everv star, 
And from its eye of lightning dew 

A glance that thrilled him through, 


Fullin the front of war be stood; 

His ome. his country, claimed his blood ; 

Without one sigh that blood was given ; 
He only thougit--of Heaven. 
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